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The month of April has been a challenging one for
the community of Ledig, close to the Bakubung
Platinum Mine, with local unrest on the streets
causing both damage to property and general
consternation and unease for local residents. It is a
salient reminder to everyone that, during such
challenging times, the need for continual
engagement with all stakeholders becomes ever
more paramount. At Wesizwe Platinum, our
proactive efforts over the past three years to
improve day-to-day communications with our local
stakeholder community have borne fruit during the
past month. As a result, and from a corporate
reputation management perspective, we have
emerged from this recent turbulent period relatively
unscathed.
On a more positive note, we are continually looking
to the future in terms of our efforts to build a new
generation of mining talent in the industry. Our
profile on Linda Sithole this month, Bakubung
Platinum Mine’s geologist who originally comes from
the Ledig community, is proof positive that this
investment in the industry’s future is good news for
the mining sector as a whole.
As always, we hope you enjoy reading this latest
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edition of Investor News and we look forward to
bringing you interesting news, project updates and
corporate information throughout what promises to
be an exciting and eventful year ahead.
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Thought leadership

The importance of continual
stakeholder engagement
It is a salient reminder in any challenging times of the
importance of continual and proactive stakeholder
engagement. The recent unrest in the Ledig community in
the North West province, close to the Bakubung Platinum
Mine, had the potential to negatively impact on the
project, yet this was not the case. The proactive
stakeholder engagement work undertaken over the past
three years ensured that continual dialogue and
community communication minimised any direct impact to
the company and the project itself.

Mr Jianke Gao, Chief Executive
Oﬃcer, Wesizwe Platinum

Today, there exists a mutual understanding between the community,
local residents, the royal family, and other key stakeholders, that by
working together in strategic partnership with Wesizwe Platinum,
and by continually communicating and engaging on key issues, it is
more conducive to creating opportunities for the local community to
grow and thrive.
If the recent unrest in the mining sector as a whole, and in Ledig
community in particular, has taught us anything as an industry
sector, it is that proactive stakeholder relationship building, good
communication and continual and proactive engagement, should no
longer be considered as relatively soft business issues. Instead,
they are strategic business imperatives that require commitment at
the highest levels in any organization. The consequences of not
placing such strategic importance on the building of long-term,
proactive and positive relationships with the communities who live
their lives alongside our mining ventures, are potentially dire, as has
been witnessed in the recent community unrest and the longrunning industry strikes last year.
As a company, Wesizwe Platinum remains committed to continuing
to build strong community relationships that will act as a solid
foundation upon which the Bakubung Platinum Mine can thrive over
the next three decades.
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Wesizwe monitors local

unrest and sentiment in the
Ledig community

Community protestors burn
tyres on the roads of the Ledig
community

This month saw considerable unrest in the local
community of Ledig, and Wesizwe fully utilised the power
of social media to keep abreast of the developing situation
as it happened. The Stakeholder Engagement Team were
monitoring social media chatter in the community
constantly over the period of the most severe disruption,
providing updates and insights to the company’s
executive. Here is a brief overview of some of that
activity….
A comprehensive social media scan was undertaken during the
period 12th to 17th April (inclusive), tracking community sentiment
towards Bakubung Platinum Mine and Wesizwe Platinum during the
recent unrest in Ledig community. The main social media chatter
was tracked through Facebook (Ledig is our Home page) and on
Twitter during these six days. Social media chatter strands were
also followed back to the Facebook and Twitter pages of each of
the main chatter originators to get an even more detailed picture of
the level of potential impact on both companies. Some interesting
data and feedback emerged:
Total number of broadcast media mentions around the Ledig unrest
in the community - 96
Total number of Facebook posts and comments around the Ledig
unrest in the community - 610
Total number of Twitter posts around the Ledig unrest in the
community - 73
Total number of Facebook posts specifically mentioning Bakubung
Platinum Mine - 4
Total number of Twitter posts specifically mentioning Wesizwe
Platinum - 5
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Although many of the Facebook and Twitter posts mentioned a
mine or mines in the commentary, only 5 specifically mentioned
Bakubung Platinum Mine or Wesizwe Platinum by name. A small
minority of broadcast media mentioned Bakubung Platinum Mine by
name, but the majority simply made reference to a mine in the
Ledig vicinity. Wesizwe Platinum was only mentioned specifically in
2 or 3 programmes, but only in passing with no negative impact on
either brand.
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The career journey of

Bakubung Platinum Mine’s
resident geologist
Life as a geologist developing the Bakubung Platinum Mine is both
exciting and challenging - Linda Sithole shares his experiences and
gives an insight into his job.
How did you initially become a geologist?
I went to a small local school in Mogwase named J M Ntsime, and
matriculated with good marks in 2005 I must say, then I applied for
a bursary at Wesizwe. Thanks to my high grades, the company
noticed me. After spending a year at a university in Limpopo, I
enrolled for a BSC degree at Rhodes in Grahamstown. I finished
my undergraduate degree in 2010 and got an honours degree in
2011. During my time as a student, I gained a lot of practical
working experience at Wesizwe Platinum. It was an exciting time as
the company was still in the exploration phase. The first contract I
signed with Wesizwe was in 2007. I started working full time at the
mine as a geologist in 2012.
It must have been challenging as a geologist to start working
on a project in the midst of shaft sinking work?

Mr Linda Sithole, Geologist at
Bakubung Platinum Mine
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Yes, it was extremely challenging. By that time, the company had
released most of the geologists that worked on the project during
the exploration phase. When I started, there were no other
geologists and I had to report directly to the former general
manager; who is a geologist by profession. This was not ideal,
however it did in a way force me to deal with some of the geological
problems on my own. Hence, I grew a lot and expanded my
knowledge base significantly. I was fresh out of university and
everything was new to me - what you study at university is not
always what you get in the outside world, especially in mining. My
first tasks included re-logging drilled core and studying underground
maps. In 2012, we started sinking the shafts, then my workload
increased substantially as I started mapping underground; I was the
only geologist who mapped both shafts.
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The career journey of

Bakubung Platinum Mine’s
resident geologist (cont.)
What do your day to day activities entail?
My day-to-day activities include logging and mapping of the shafts,
sitting in meetings for geology related discussions, continuously
logging core, planning cover holes (the holes we are drilling
underground for methane and water intersections), and logging and
planning those holes. I now have an intern that reports to me,
Thabiso Mochwari. I’m teaching the intern the same things I was
taught. He is from a community close to Rustenburg,
Mr Linda Sithole, holding a
rock sample from the
Bakubung Platinum Mine

What have been the highlights for you so far at Bakubung
Platinum Mine?
Firstly, being the only geologist who is directly involved with the
project during the sinking and development of both the main and
ventilation shafts, is a highlight. It is fantastic to be part of this
project. I started in the exploration phase and I saw the transition to
the sinking phase. As a geologist that is very exciting. When you go
down the shafts, you can relate the geology you see in front of you
with what you logged on the core. Secondly, intercepting the reefs Bakubung Platinum only exists because of the two reefs available in
the area. So, getting to reef intersections was very, very exciting.
Not only have we intersected the Merensky reef in the ventilation
shaft, but we have also intersected the main shaft Merensky and
vent shaft UG2 reefs. Actually, some of vent shaft tunnels are
developed on UG2 reef; you can actually see this beautiful reef as
you walk in those tunnels.
What about your future?
I discussed this issue with my colleagues recently. I want to study
further for my Masters, but I am interested in resource management
fields. I’m currently not interested in the corporate environment. I
want to acquire as much skill as possible in the current levels of this
organisation.
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Fatality reported at the
Bakubung Platinum Mine

Earlier this month, the management of Wesizwe Platinum Ltd
regretfully had to announce a fatality that occurred at the Bakubung
Platinum Mine project on 9 April 2015, when a contractor working
as a Stage Hand was fatally injured whilst working on the sinking
stage.
From the preliminary investigation carried out following this incident,
he fell approximately 15 metres from the sinking stage fourth deck
to the shaft bottom. At the time of the incident, the stage crew was
in the process of raising the stage in preparation for the end of shift
blast.
Work on the shaft sinking operations of the Main and Ventilation
shafts at the Bakubung Platinum Mine site has been temporarily
stopped pending the outcome of a full investigation and subsequent
presentation to the office of the Principal Inspector of Mines of the
Department of Mineral Resources.
The kibble at the Bakubung
Platinum Mine
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The fatally injured contractor was 50 years old, a resident of
Mozambique and had 6 months of service with the contracting
company working at Bakubung Platinum Mine. He was a family
man and leaves a wife and two children. Condolences have been
sent by the Management team of Bakubung Platinum Mine on
behalf of Wesizwe Platinum Ltd to the family of the deceased.
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Media Round-Up news highlights from the month
Wesizwe stories
trending this month
Wesizwe stories trending
during this period under
r e v i e w f o r We s i z w e
included: The mine
fatality at Bakubung;
Ledig community unrest;
Wesizwe Platinum share
price fluctuation;
Wesizwe Platinum
financial statements
coverage; Bakubung
Platinum Mine progress
report coverage. Special
Editorial Features on
Wesizwe Platinum and
the Bakubung Platinum
Mine included:

Wesizwe
Digital
Update
Website
visitors
and trends
During the period under
review, the Wesizwe
website recorded 4907
unique visitors, 3796 of
which were new visitors to
the site. 13,771 pages
were viewed on the site
this month. Visitors were
predominantly interested
in the Bakubung Platinum
Mine project and its latest
milestones, careers,
executive management,
media and investor news.
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Interview with Paul Smith on
the state of the platinum
sector in South Africa;
Editor’s Report in Mining
Review Africa on the recent
trip to Bakubung Platinum
Mine; Industry report Bakubung Platinum Mine
project ahead of schedule;
Feature article in Inside
Mining magazine on
Bakubung Platinum Mine;
Feature article in Modern
Mining magazine on
Bakubung Platinum Mine
shafts; Feature article
interviews with Eddie
Mohlabi on Bakubung
Platinum Mine progress;

Feature article interview
with Linda Sithole on
geological mapping the
Bakubung Platinum Mine;
Interview with Hamlet
Morule for Mining Review
Africa.
Out of the articles tracked
by ClipTrackMedia from 20
March to 20 April (outside of
the Ledig unrest coverage
for which a separate media
report was published), a
total of 74 media mentions
were tracked featuring
Wesizwe Platinum.
The
stories were predominantly
positive or neutral in tone.
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Calendar
Industry event highlights for 2015
Junior Mining Indaba - 3 - 4 June, Johannesburg
A new event on the mining industry calendar aimed at
specifically appealing to explorers, developers and
investors in the junior mining sector in South Africa and on
the continent
Mining Lekgotla, 29 - 30 July , Johannesburg
Important mining industry gathering organised by the
Chamber of Mines, Department of Mineral Resources and
the National Union of Mineworkers
RMB Morgan Stanley Oﬀ Piste Conference, 30
September to 2 October , Cape Town
Annual industry event gathering together senior executives
from South Africa’s mining companies, together with local
and international investors for a series of presentations and
discussions
Joburg Indaba, 14 - 15 October , Johannesburg
Major industry conference and exhibition attracting South
African and global mining industry thought leaders,
company CEOs, and government oﬃcials
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In the spirit of our
commitment to
encouraging greater
shareholder engagement,
we welcome your
comments or feedback
relating to this investor
newsletter. Send your
comments via our website www.wesizwe.com
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